
GRAMMAR SECTION 

This section contains grammar explanation in terms of context of use. It covers some rules, 

context of use and exercises. The materials in this book are summarised from some handbook 

of grammar which mostly used in some applications.  

The contains of this section are : 

1. Present 1: present simple, present continuous and state verbs 

2. Present 2: present perfect simple, present perfect continuous 

3. Past 1: past simple, past continuous, used to, would 

4. Past 2: past perfect simple, past perfect continuous 

5. Future 1: plans, intentions, and predictions : present continuous; going to; will 

6. Future 2: present simple, be about to, future continuous, future perfect.   

7. Modals 1: ability, possibility, alternatives to modals 

8. Modals 2: obligation and necessity, suggestions and advice, adverbs 

Additional topics for the fourth semester : 

1. Referring to nouns: articles, other determiners (demonstratives, possesives, inclusives: each, 

every, both, all etc.) 

2. Reported speech: tense changes, time references, reporting questions, reporting verbs. 

  

A. PRESENT 1 

A.1 Present Simple  

Basic formulas for the present simple are : 

+ (positive sentence)  S + verb/verb + (e) s + ... 

- (negative sentence)  S + do/does not + verb (base/ verb1) + ... 

? (question sentence)  do/does + S + verb1 ? 

 

We use the present simple : 

 to talk about regular habits or repeated actions ( menyatakan kebiasaan atau 

sesuatu hal yang diulang-ulang (setiap hari, minggu, bulan, dll)), example :  

I get up at 4 am every day in the morning 

She often goes to supermarket on Mondays 

Note: Words that describe how often or when are often used (e.g always, generally, 

normally, usually, often, sometimes, rarely, never, every) 

 to talk about permanent situations ( menyatakan sesuatu yang sudah tetap), 

example: 

My parents live in Jogja.  



GRAMMAR SECTION 

He owns a restoran in Jl. Wates 

Note: To say how long something has continued, the present perfect is used instead 

of present simple, example : 

I have worked here since I was 25 (not I work here since I was 25) 

 to talk about facts or generally accepted truths or nature/science ( menyatakan 

fakta, kebenaran umum, ilmu pengetahuan/alami/hal yang natural), example : 

If you heat water to 100oC, it boils. 

The sun rises from the east 

 to give instructions and directions, timetables ( memberi instruksi dan petunjuk), 

example: 

You follow this street to the traffic lights, then you turn right. 

You click the red button to stop this machine. 

 to tell stories and talk about films, book and plays ( menyampaikan isi cerita, film, 

buku atau permainan ), example : 

The man in this novel travels to Mount Semeru with his community. 

 

A.2 Present Continuous 

Basic formulas for the present continuos are : 

+ (positive sentence)  S + is/am/are + (verb + -ing )+ ... 

- (negative sentence)  S + is/am/are not + (verb + -ing) + ... 

? (question sentence)  is/am/are + S + (verb + -ing)+... ? 

 

We use the present continuous : 

 to talk about temporary situations (menyatakan situasi yang bersifat sementara), 

example: 

He is doing some exercises to prepare his exams now. 

My brothers are travelling to Malang at the moment 

Note: some words are often used to indicate temporary situations (e.g. now, 

currently, at the moment, at now, this day/week/year) 

 to talk about actions happening at the moment of speaking (menyatakan kejadian 

pada saat berbicara), example : 

I am waiting for the next bus to Semarang. 

 to talk about trends, developments or changing situations (menyatakan keadaan 

yang berubah, trend, atau perkembangan), example : 
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The existence of smartphone is making people easier to stay in touch each other. 

The demand of LED lights is rising significantly after the successful research. 

 to talk about things that happen more often than expected, often to show envy or 

to criticise with words like always, constantly, continually, forever. (menyatakan 

kejadian yang lebih sering daripada yang diharapkan, atau sering juga untuk 

menunjukkan keinginan atau kritikan), example : 

My mom is always saying I do not help enough. (complaint) 

He’s always buying beautiful things. (envy) 

 

A.3 State Verbs 

State verbs describe thoughts, feelings, senses, possession dan description. Because 

the meaning of state verbs is a general truth rather than temporary thing, the present 

continuous is not normally used with state verbs. The examples of state verbs are : 

 thoughts : agree, assume, believe, disagree, forget, hope, know, regret, remember, 

suppose, think, understand. 

I assume you’re too easy to do this task 

 feelings : adore, despise, dislike, enjoy, feel, hate, like, love, mind, prefer, want 

I like Indonesian culture. 

 senses : feel, hear, see, smell, taste 

They hear news about this university.  

Note: to talk about something happening at the moment, we use can 

I can smell something burning 

 posession : have, own, belong 

My aunt has an electrical shop in near Gamping. 

 description : appear, contain, look, look like, mean, resemble, seem, smell, sound, 

taste, weigh. 

The gate of this building look like the entrance of museum (= a permanent 

situation) 

General note for state verbs: If the meaning of the sentence is temporary, it can use the 

present continuous form. Example : 

I’m tasting the sauce to see if it needs any more salt. 

 

 

 



GRAMMAR SECTION 

B. PRESENT 2 

B.1 Present Perfect Simple 

Basic formulas for the present perfect simple are : 

+ (positive sentence)  S + have/has + verb (past participle) + ... 

- (negative sentence)  S + have/has not + verb (past participle)  + ... 

? (question sentence)  have/has + S + verb (past participle)+... ? 

We use the present perfect simple : 

 to talk about a time period that is not finished, e.g today, this week ( menyatakan 

periode waktu yang belum selesai, contoh hari ini, minggu ini), example :  

I have designed a new table this week (the time is still the same week) 

 to show that something happened at the same point in the past before now. There 

is no statement when it happened (menyatakan sesuatu yang terjadi tepat pada saat 

sebelum sekarang), example :  

We have collected some data. (at some point before the moment) 

Some time expressions are often used, e.g. ever, never, before, up to now, still, so 

far. 

Note : If something happened in the past and we state when it happened, we use 

simple past ; example : I submitted my homework yesterday (not I have submitted 

my homework yesterday ) 

 to talk a present situation which started in the past, usually word for/since is used. 

(menyatakan situasi saat ini dengan permulaan kejadian pada masa lampau), 

example:  

I have worked very hard for the last two weeks 

 

B.2 Present Perfect Continuous 

Basic formulas for the present perfect simple are : 

+ (positive sentence)  S + have/has been  + (verb + -ing)+ ... 

- (negative sentence)  S + have/has not been + (verb + -ing) + ... 

? (question sentence)  have/has + S +  (verb + -ing) +... ? 

We can use either the present perfect simple or the present perfect continuous to say 

how long a situation or activity has been going on. The words like for or since are 

often used. (dalam beberapa kasus situasi atau aktivitas yang masih berlangsung, 

penggunaan present perfect simple dan present perfect continuous mempunyai 

kemiripan). Example : 
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I have felt tired for weeks. 

I have been feeling tired since I began this exercise.  

B.3 Comparison between Present Perfect Simple and Present Perfect Continuous in 

the usages 

Present Perfect Simple Present Perfect Continuous 

 It says how many times (number of 

actions), (menyatakan berapa kali 

sebuah aktivitas terjadi). Example :  

I have read this book three times 

 It focuses on the result or completion 

of the activity. (titik tekan pada 

hasil/proses yang sudah selesai). 

Example : 

I have finished my homework 

 It emphasis how long the activity  

(time of actions), (menekankan  

berapa lama sebuah aktivitas terjadi). 

Example:  

I have reading this book for three 

hours 

 It focuses on the activity itself and 

doesn’t show whether the activity is 

completed or not. (titik tekan pada 

aktivitas itu sendiri, tidak 

memperdulikan apakah aktivitas 

tersebut sudah selesai atau belum). 

Example : 

I have been finishing my homework 

 

C. PAST 1 

C.1 Past Simple 

Basic formulas for the past simple are : 

+ (positive sentence)  S + verb/verb + -ed /-d + ... 

- (negative sentence)  S + did not + verb (base/ verb1) + ... 

? (question sentence)  Did + S + verb1 ? 

Note: In the case of irregular verbs, verb in a positive sentence use the second form 

(verb2). The auxiliary verb be (was/wer) is also irregular.  

We use the past simple : 

 to talk about single past completed actions. Time marker represent past is often 

used in the sentence (last week, last night, a week ago, yesterday, etc) but it isn’t 

necessary if the time is already known.( menyatakan aktivitas yang sudah selesai 

dalam waktu lampau), example :  

I created a new software last week. 
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 to give a series of actions in the order that they happened (menyatakan serangkaian 

aktivitas pada waktu lampau), example :  

I had a series of lucky things yesterday. In the morning, I woke up earlier and 

found something special in my desk in my bedroom. Then, I went to my office 

and people in there said special words. Next, they gave me a surprise. After that, 

I remembered that yesterday was my birthday. 

 to talk about past repeated actions or regularly happened in the past (menyatakan 

kebiasaan pada masa lampau), example : 

When he was a child, he often went to the beach near his grandparent’s house. 

Note : In this case, “used to” and “would” can also be used. 

 to talk about long-term situations in the past which are no longer true (menyatakan 

situasi lampau yang lama dan kondisi tersebut sudah berubah).  

She worked in the company for more than a decade. 

Note : “used to” can also be used in this sentence.  

 

C.2 Comparison between Past Simple dan Present Perfect Simple 

Past Simple Present Perfect Simple 

 Only talks about the past, 

(menyatakan aktivitas waktu 

lampau). Example :  

He wrote this book (It means she 

have finished the writing ) 

 States a specific past time, or the 

time is already known. (terdapat 

keterangan waktu lampau atau 

diketahui aktivitas yang dibicarakan 

terjadi pada masa lampau ). Example 

: 

I read this novel when I was in the 

trip from Jakarta to Jogja. (I’m not in 

trip from Jakarta to Jogja now, and 

the reading is finished) 

 Links the past with the present  (time 

of actions), (menekankan  berapa 

lama sebuah aktivitas terjadi). 

Example:  

I have reading this book for three 

hours 

 It focuses on the activity itself and 

doesn’t show whether the activity is 

completed or not. (titik tekan pada 

aktivitas itu sendiri, tidak 

memperdulikan apakah aktivitas 

tersebut sudah selesai atau belum). 

Example : 

I have been finishing my homework 
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 Uses time expressions that show the 

time is finished (menggunakan 

ekspresi waktu yang menandakan 

waktu tersebut telah berakhir) : 

I created two email accounts last 

week. (last week has over).  

 

D. PAST 2 

D.1 Past Perfect Simple 

Basic formulas for the past simple are : 

+ (positive sentence)  S + had + verb (past participle)+ ... 

- (negative sentence)  S + had not + verb (past participle) + ... 

? (question sentence)  Had + S + verb (past participle) ? 

We use the past perfect simple : 

 to talk about past and mention previous completed action or something happened 

earlier.( menyatakan tentang waktu lampau dan menyebutkan sesuatu yang terjadi 

sebelumnya), example :  

His father was a famous politician and his grandfather had also been a president. 

Sometime words (just or already) were used in the sentences. Please keep in mind 

that the word are used between auxiliary and main verb, example : 

By the time Sasa was 15, she had already studied at university.  

Note : We use the past simple for chronological actions/events. Example: 

His grandfather was a teacher and his father was a lecturer. 

 

 with words like when, as soon as, by the time, after to show order of events, 

example: 

When Samsung launched new Android Smartphone,  Nokia had produced some 

types of handphone.  

Note: Please notice the different between the following three sentences.  

When Rita’s supervisor arrived, she prepared for her presentation. (Rita’s husband 

arrived and then she went out from her office) 

When Rita’s supervisor arrived, she was preparing for her presentation.  

When Rita’s supervisor arrived, she had prepared for her presentation.  



GRAMMAR SECTION 

 to talk about an indefinite time before a particular point in the past (menyatakan 

sesuatu yang tidak ada batas waktu sebelum waktu lampau tersebut), often with 

words like always, sometime, never, before, by + fixed time, example: 

He was richer than he had ever been before (He was not as rich at any time before 

this point in the past).  

 to report past events using reported speech/indirect speech (reporting verbs), 

example: 

My friend told me that he had finished his homework the day before. 

D.1 Past Perfect Continuous 

Basic formulas for the past simple are : 

+ (positive sentence)  S + had + been + verb + -ing + ... 

- (negative sentence)  S + had not + been + verb + -ing + ... 

? (question sentence)  Had + S + been + verb + -ing ? 

We use the past perfect continuous to focus on how long an activity in the past 

continued or to focus on activity itself (fokus pada berapa lama sebuah aktivitas 

berlangsung atau fokus pada aktivitas itu sendiri), example : 

The process of making the software was very long and he had been doing it for more 

than three days.  

Note : The past perfect continuous is not suitable for expressing how many times 

something happened, example : 

He considered the decision as he had attempted to do it several times previously. (not 

He considered the decision as he had been attempting to do it several times previously) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


